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Length overall                            16' 8 3⁄8"
Beam                                              21 1⁄2"
Volume                                    13.4 cu. ft.
Cockpit size                       15 1⁄2" x 31 3⁄4"
Cockpit coaming height
 Forward                                     13 3⁄4"
 Aft                                             10 1⁄2"
Height of seat                                      3⁄4" 
Weight                                       54 ¼ lbs.

Raven
by Eddyline

RevieweRs
JK: 5' 6", 150-pound male. Day paddle. Winds less than 10 
knots, wind waves 1 foot, wakes to 2 feet. No cargo.

GL: 5' 11", 165-pound male. Day trip. Wind to 12 knots, 
wind waves under 1 foot. No cargo.

TE: 6' 1", 200-pound male. Day paddles. Wind to 18 knots, 
waves to 2½ feet. No cargo.

The Raven was primarily designed to create a kayak that, while well suited for open water 
and coastal touring, was particularly adept in rough water and windy conditions. We 

designed the kayak to be fast, maneuverable and well balanced with neutral trim and styling. 
The key concept to achieve those goals was a hull without concave faces to avoid unnecessary 
turbulent flow. While we attempted to incorporate all the features that more advanced paddlers 
would expect, the principal focus was on performance, control and comfort.  The Raven best 
accommodates paddlers up to 6 feet and 200 lbs, though larger paddlers have enjoyed it as 
well. The final manifestation of the Raven is the result of the ideas and efforts of Chris 
Mitchell, Tom Derrer, Warren Williamson and Alex Stoeffl. It is our sincere desire that 
paddlers will have as much fun in this kayak as we do.

–Tom Derrer, designer, Eddyline Kayaks

First Glance
Eddyline’s thermoformed Carbonlite 2000 Raven 
“has come a long way from its previous version. 
The new Raven has nice lines, an upswept 
bow and stern, graceful sheer line and rake on 
both ends, which are evocative of a traditional 
Greenland kayak. The finish is glossy like a 
composite kayak, yet without gel coat” (JK). 
“The molded contours on the deck are a nice 
touch that add rigidity. The kayak feels tough, 
able to take a pounding. The hull is pretty rigid 
throughout” (GL). 

“The Raven was only moderately heavy for a 
solo carry and the coaming rested on my shoulder 
with the thigh brace tight and just a bit sharp 
against my shoulder. The end toggles have long 
cords that allow the grips to extend just beyond 
the ends to make it safe to manage the kayak if 
it rolls. The grips rest on deck tucked under the 
perimeter grab lines, but can get knocked out in 
rough water” (TE). 
Fit and Outfitting
“The cockpit is roomy enough, yet secure. The 
deck is low enough not to interfere with paddle 
strokes” (JK). JK and GL surmised the cockpit 
might be best suited to medium to small paddlers, 
but TE, the largest of the reviewers, found “the 
keyhole cockpit was long enough for me to get 
into seat first and then legs, and I had good room 
for my size-13 booties. The fit, overall was first-
rate, comfortable and afforded great control of 
the boat.” 

“The thermoformed, padded seat has a bit of 
slope for some extra leg support. The seat sits 
on a rail that allows a few inches of fore and 
aft movement, to trim the kayak or to adjust 

the seat position for comfort. It is fixed 
in place with two knobs. I found the seat 
very comfortable. The back band is broad 
enough to give support, but gets nicely 
out of the way for laybacks” (GL). “After 
a couple of hours aboard I felt some mild 
overall pressure in the seat but not painful 
pressure spots” (TE). The thigh braces 
are flanges incorporated in the cockpit 
coaming and padded underneath. They 
are “comfortable and secure” (JK) with 
“excellent leg position. The Sea-Dog foot 
braces feel solid and have a broad surface 
for grip. I could easily adjust them by 
turning the lever and moving the footrest 
with my foot” (GL). 

The Raven “has bungees on the foredeck 
and perimeter grab lines. There are two 
bungees across the aft deck that could hold 
the blades of a spare paddle but you’d have 
to add a bungee to hold the shafts. The 
semi-recessed deck fittings that hold the 
perimeter lines have the capacity to anchor 
additional deck lines. It would be quite easy 
to retrofit” (TE). 

“The Raven comes with a skeg controlled 
by a slider on the left side of the cockpit. The 
operation is smooth, and the skeg does not 
knock in the skeg box. Thanks to Eddyline for 
placing the skeg control where my knee doesn’t 
hit it” (JK).
Stability and Maneuverability
The initial stability was rated as “rather low” 
(JK), “low-to-moderate” (GL) and “moderate. 
the Raven rocked a bit when I was just sitting” 
(TE). Secondary stability was “moderate,” (JK 
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BesT FeATURes
• Cockpit fit
• Easy maneuverability
 TO iMPROve
• Add deck lines to secure 
spare paddle

The position of the padded thermoformed 
seat can be adjusted fore and aft.

MAnUFAcTUReR’s ResPOnse

We very much appreciate the excellent, objective and consistent 
manner in which Sea Kayaker conducts their reviews. Thank you for 
the fair evaluation of the Raven from your experienced reviewers.

A great deal of time, effort and creativity went into the develop-
ment of this kayak, and the development of the tooling itself was 
a breakthrough in technology for thermoformed kayaks. The Raven 
doesn’t just join the pack; it stands alone as the first U.S.-made, 
heavy-duty, thermoformed rough-water design on the market. The 
degree of precision, symmetry and accuracy in the shape and qual-
ity of the materials used in the production of this kayak is unparal-
leled in today’s marketplace. Credit must be given, as well, to the 
dedicated folks behind the scenes who devote each day to the best 
work they can do.

Our design criteria was a sea kayak that had the agility to play 
in rock gardens, surf and currents without sacrificing the boat’s 
ability to track in wind and maintain forward speed as many heav-
ily rockered boats often do. It is frequently said that every design 
is a compromise; however, the reviewers seem to suggest that we 
succeeded in creating the boat we intended.

We strive to listen to and make use of the feedback we receive 
on our products. As a result of paddler feedback, the Raven will 
have a compass mounting location forward of the front hatch ef-
fective immediately.

Thank you, Sea Kayaker.
-Tom Derrer

Designer, Eddyline Kayaks

and GL) and “good; it provided secure 
edging for turning. The stability in 
the transition from initial stability and 
secondary stability did not increase 
gradually, but started out low and kicked 
in suddenly at a high angle of heel” (TE). 
The overall stability profile is “best suited 
to experienced paddlers” (JK); “not ideal 
for kicking back, but great for active 
paddling” (TE). With the skeg retracted 
“the tracking was good, with a bit of 
yaw” for JK; for TE it was “excellent. It 
kept a steady heading at all speeds even 
without the skeg deployed.” 

The Raven is “very maneuverable; 
a quick turner with a slight lean and 
sweep” (GL). “Once the Raven starts 
to turn, it continues carving the turn 
between strokes” (TE). “Its agility would 
work well for coastal paddling and rock 
gardens” (JK).

It has “very good balance in wind. I 
had just a bit of weathercocking in 10 
knots and the skeg performed perfectly to 
neutralize the helm and, fully deployed, 
it aided a slow downwind turn” (GL). 
“The Raven did very well into the wind 
and taking the wind on the forward 
quarters. I resorted to the skeg only 
when running with the waves while the 
wind was on a stern quarter” (TE).
Speed and Surfing
The Raven is “surprisingly fast. I could 
cruise between 3 ½ and 4 knots. An 
exercise pace brought me over 4 ½ 
knots, and sprinting I could almost 
reach 6 knots” (JK). GL thought it had 
“moderate speed, plenty fast for group 
paddles.” TE logged “4 ¼ knots at a 
relaxed pace, 5 ¼ knots at an exercise 
pace and peaked at 5 ¾ knots in a sprint.” 

“I got some great rides in the Raven. 
I avoided broaching most of the time 
and could catch almost every wave I got 
properly lined up on. The Raven had 
good maneuverability while at speed 

and I had great 
fun playing in 
wind waves. 
There was 
nothing on 
the deck that 
threw water 
up into my 
face” (TE).
Rescue and Rolling
The Raven’s “cockpit is large enough to 
allow for easy wet exits” (JK). TE “felt 
a bit of a pinch with the thigh-brace 
flanges but that wasn’t an impediment 
to getting out. The pump and dump 
went quickly; the upswept bow rolled 
immediately, but most of the water 
drained out, leaving only about an inch 
in the cockpit” (TE). “The Raven rolls 
quite well. The low back deck allows for 
decent laybacks and good Greenland 
rolling” (JK). “The secure fit made the 
Raven a cinch to roll, with either the 
C-to-C or layback. The aft deck was low 
enough for me to do a bit more than ¾ 
of a layback before my hips began to 
rise out of the seat” (TE).
Cruising
“The Raven is a medium-volume kayak 
that I could pack for a weekend” (JK). 
“The bow and stern compartments and 
hatch openings aren’t large, so bulky 
items won’t fit. The day hatch has a decent 
volume, and the opening is bigger than 
many, but it’s still for packing smaller 
items. A week is certainly doable, but 
I’d need to break down the packaging 
into small chunks” (GL). The molded 
thermoformed bulkheads are glued in 
place. JK and GL reported a dry forward 
compartment, a few drops of water in 
the stern compartment and a half cup 
of water in the day compartment aft of 
the cockpit. TE found all compartments 
“bone dry after rough water, rolling and 
rescue drills.”

The Bottom Line
“The Raven is a sweet kayak. Experienced 
paddlers will really enjoy themselves 
in rough water. I think it could quickly 
achieve a loyal following of hard-core 
paddlers. I’ll be adding one to my short 
list” (JK). “The Raven’s lively feel and 
quick responsiveness should make it a top 
choice for aggressive paddlers looking for 
fun, surf and rough-water play, as well 
as a kayak to serve as a multiday coast 
explorer that will handle well in wind” 
(GL). “The Raven is a good looking all-
around performer. Its stability may take 
a novice a little while to get used to 
but after that, the Raven would please 
active paddlers looking for performance 
in a wide range of conditions and make 
rough-water play good fun” (TE).
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Righting/Heeling Moments (Fixed-weight)

Stability Curves*
— 150 lb. paddler, no cargo
— 200 lb. paddler, no cargo
— 150 lb. paddler, 100 lb. cargo
— 200 lb. paddler, 100 lb. cargo  
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Degrees of Heel

* Formula revised December 2009. (Not comparable with 
stability graphs generated prior to December 2009.)

TECH TALK:  Readers interested in the full set 
of hydro statics can find them posted on our 
website at www.seakayakermag.com along 
with additional data. An explanation of the 
terms and procedures used in the kayak test 
program is also available on the site.

RAven 
MAnUFAcTURing DATA
Designed: 2012
Standard construction: Thermoformed 
Carbonlite 2000, a proprietary high-
performance co-extruded plastic laminate with 
hard abrasion and UV-resistant exterior
Standard Features: Drop-down skeg, 
perimeter lines, bulkheads and hatches, carry 
handles, deck bungees, adjustable seat and 
backrest
Weight: 52 pounds
Price: $2,799 USD
Availability: See website for a list of retailers
Manufacturer: Eddyline Kayaks, (360)757-
2300, email via website, www.eddyline.com

HYDROsTATics
Waterline length 14' 0.25"

Waterline beam 21.2"

Draft 5.9"

Prismatic coefficient 0.55

Wetted surface in sq. ft. 20.71

Center of buoyancy 55%

(Hydrostatics calculated with a 250-pound load.)

sPeeD vs. ResisTAnce
Resistance in pounds.

Speed Winters/KAPER Broze/Taylor*

2 knots 0.92 0.89

3 knots 1.90 1.92

4 knots 3.72 3.70

4.5 knots 5.41 5.39

5 knots 8.28 8.67

6 knots 13.21         14.93†
*Automated with the Gertler program by Robert Livingston
†Extrapolated. Waterline shorter than formulas allow.
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